
CULINARY CHALLENGE 2024 SPONSORSHIP



CULINARY CHALLENGE: Changing School Food in the DMV

• The Culinary Challenge puts students in the shoes of the school nutrition 
professionals who work every day to meet the strict guidelines of the USDA School 
Meals Program. 

• The program gives students the unique opportunity to present their ideas for healthy, 
delicious meals that they would like to see in their cafeterias. 

• Since its inception in 2012, meals created by participating teams have been served 
tens of thousands of students throughout the Greater Washington Region.
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CULINARY CHALLENGE: How it Works

• Middle and High School students enrolled in a Family and Consumer Sciences or Culinary 
Arts elective may participate in the Culinary Challenge.

• Teams represent school districts across the Greater Washington DC Region.

• Student teams research and develop their recipes in the fall and winter of the school year 
in preparation for the capstone event in the Spring. 

• Draft recipes are vetted by a team of School Nutrition Professionals to ensure compliance 
with federal guidelines.  The lunch item is subject to the same budgets and regulations as our 

schools.

• At the Capstone Event lunch entries are judged by a panel of celebrity chefs, school food 
and food industry professionals, and students.  Judging is followed by a Public Tasting, 
Exhibition and Awards Ceremony.

• Prizes are awarded to winning teams; dishes created for this challenge are adapted by 
area school cafeterias for service the following Fall.

• Recipes are also adapted by restaurant partners to serve to the public. 
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CULINARY CHALLENGE: Details for 2024

What are the categories?

• School Lunch

• School Breakfast

• Smart Snack
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SATURDAY, MARCH 2, 2024
Hayfield Secondary School, Alexandria, VA

Registration opens in September/October 2022: Register early even if 

you do not have your team established – slots fill up quickly.



A SNAPSHOT OF THE
2023 CULINARY CHALLENGE
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“What I am really impressed with is all these kids. It’s 
really important—we are counting on you to change the 
way we look at our food system. And I think, right here, 

in programs like this is exactly how it starts. ”

Spike Mendelsohn, Chef and Restaurateur
Real Food for Kids Friend & Former Culinary Challenge Judge



2023 CULINARY CHALLENGE: Judges and Mentors
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J U D G E S



2023 CULINARY CHALLENGE: CHEF DEMONSTRATIONS 
WITH CELEBRITY CHEFS RYAN MOORE AND KEVIN TIEN
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2023 CULINARY CHALLENGE: Public Tasting

PUBLIC TASTING EXHIBITORS
RFFK’s Mr. Broccoli Photo opportunity, American Culinary Federation, CareFirst, Chef Kevin Tien, Chef 
Ryan Moore, Colada Shop, Cookology, MightyMeals, The Inn at Little Washington, Virginia Cooperative 
Extension
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PUBLIC TASTING
Each team created 200+ samples for the public to taste. During the tasting, the public had the 
opportunity to live vote for their favorite dish as the “Community Choice Award”.



2023 CULINARY CHALLENGE: Awards Ceremony
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Awards were given for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place in the judged competition, as well 
as a "Community Choice" award for lunch, snack, and breakfast.
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SECOND PLACE THIRD PLACE

FIRST PLACE: 

2023 CULINARY CHALLENGE: Winners



CULINARY CHALLENGE 2024
SPONSORSHIP
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IN-KIND 

$20,000+ $10,000 $5,000 $2,500 

PRODUCT PLACEMENT
Opportunity to include Featured Product in other Real Food for Kids programs + promotions  (subject to RFFK 
approval & alignment with Real Food for Kids mission.)

✓

PRESS RELEASE + MORE

Announcement of Sponsorship in a planned Press Release and Media Advisory ✓ ✓

Mention in any subsequent News Coverage on the event (whenever possible) ✓

Prominent Mention in Real Food for Kids’ Annual Report ✓ ✓

Mention in Real Food for Kids’ Annual Report ✓

WEBSITE 
Prominent Listing on Real Food for Kids Website's Homepage, including the sponsor's logo and link to the 
sponsor’s website 

✓ ✓

Premier Recognition on the Culinary Challenge page, with our gratitude and appreciation, including the sponsor's 
logo and link to the sponsor’s website 

✓ ✓

Mention on the Culinary Challenge Website Page, including the sponsor's logo and link to the sponsor's website ✓ ✓ ✓

Premier Listing on the Culinary Challenge’s Event Registration Page ✓ ✓

DIGITAL MARKETING – including social media and email campaigns

Sponsor Highlight and Ongoing Recognition on Culinary Challenge Email Outreach/Digital Promotion ✓ ✓

Mention on Culinary Challenge  Email Outreach/Digital Promotion ✓ ✓ ✓

Sponsor Highlight and Recognition on Social Media (including tagged content to social media pages) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Ongoing Mention in Culinary Challenge Social Media Posts ✓ ✓

Re-sharing of Sponsor's Social Media Content ✓ ✓

AT EVENT 
Logo on Event Stage Screen ✓ ✓

Sponsorship Recognition on all Event Signage, including at reception/registration table, podium sign, and more. ✓ ✓

Opportunity to provide free-standing Signage or Banner for display during the event (to be supplied by Sponsor) ✓ ✓

Sponsorship Recognition on select Event Signage ✓ ✓ ✓

Premier Listing in Event Program with our gratitude and appreciation, including the sponsor's logo ✓ ✓

Sponsor Listing in the  Event Program ✓ ✓ ✓

Full-page Ad in the Event Program ✓

Half-page Ad in the Event Program ✓

Quarter-page Ad in the Event Program ✓

Premier Recognition during Opening Remarks at the event ✓ ✓

Introduction of the Celebrity Chefs Cooking Demo segment ✓

On-stage Speaking Opportunity during the event ✓

Complimentary 6’ x 30” skirted Exhibit Table and two chairs in Tasting Room, co-located with student teams ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓



2024 CULINARY CHALLENGE: SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES
Marquee —$20,000+ (only one spot available)

Opportunity to include Featured Product in other Real Food for Kids programs + promotions (subject to RFFK approval.)

Announcement of Sponsorship in a planned Press Release and Media Advisory

Mention in any subsequent News Coverage on the event (whenever possible)

Prominent Mention in Real Food for Kids’ Annual Report

Prominent Listing on Real Food for Kids Website's Homepage, including the sponsor's logo and link to the sponsor’s website

Premier Recognition on the Culinary Challenge page, with our gratitude and appreciation, inc. the sponsor's logo + website 

link

Premier Listing on the Culinary Challenge’s Event Registration Page

Sponsor Highlight and Ongoing Recognition on Culinary Challenge Email Outreach and other Digital Promotion

Sponsor Highlight and Recognition on Social Media (including tagged content to social media pages)

Ongoing Mention in Culinary Challenge Social Media Posts

Re-sharing of the Sponsor's Social Media Content

Logo on Event Stage Screen

Sponsorship Recognition on all Event Signage, including at the reception/registration table, podium sign, and more.

Opportunity to provide free-standing Signage or Banner for display during the event (to be supplied by Sponsor)

Premier Listing in Event Program with our gratitude and appreciation, including the sponsor's logo

Full-page Ad in the Event Program

Premier Recognition during Opening Remarks at the event

Introduction of the Celebrity Chefs Cooking Demo segment

On-Stage Speaking Opportunity during the event

Complimentary 6’ x 30” skirted Exhibit Table and two chairs in Tasting Room, co-located with student teams (Sponsor is 

welcome to distribute product samples or literature to attendees)
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Signature —$10,000

✓ Announcement of Sponsorship in a planned Press Release and Media Advisory

✓ Prominent Mention in Real Food for Kids’ Annual Report

✓ Prominent Listing on the Real Food for Kids Website's Homepage, including the sponsor's logo  with link to website 

✓ Premier Recognition on the Culinary Challenge page, with our gratitude and appreciation, including the sponsor's logo with 

link to the sponsor’s website 

✓ Premier Listing on the Culinary Challenge’s Event Registration Page

✓ Sponsor Highlight and Ongoing Recognition on Culinary Challenge Email Outreach and other Digital Promotion

✓ Sponsor Highlight and Recognition on Social Media (including tagged content to social media pages)

✓ Ongoing Mention in Culinary Challenge Social Media Posts

✓ Re-sharing of the Sponsor's Social Media Content

✓ Logo on Event Stage Screen

✓ Sponsorship Recognition on all Event Signage, including at the reception/registration table, podium sign, and more. 

✓ Opportunity to provide free-standing Signage or Banner for display during the event (to be supplied by Sponsor)

✓ Premier Listing in Event Program with our gratitude and appreciation, including the sponsor's logo

✓ Half-page Ad in the Event Program

✓ Premier Recognition during Opening Remarks at the event

✓ Complimentary 6’ x 30” skirted Exhibit Table and two chairs in Tasting Room, co-located with student teams (Sponsor is 
welcome to distribute product samples or literature to attendees)
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2024 CULINARY CHALLENGE: SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES (cont.)



2024 CULINARY CHALLENGE: SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES (cont.)

Enthusiast —$5,000
✓ Mention on the Culinary Challenge Website Page, 

including the sponsor's logo and link to the sponsor's 
website

✓ Mention on Culinary Challenge Email Outreach and 
Digital Promotion.

✓ Sponsor Highlight and Recognition on Social Media 
(including tagged content to social media pages)

✓ Sponsorship Recognition on select Event Signage

✓ Sponsor Listing in the Event Program

✓ Quarter-page Ad in the Event Program

✓ Complimentary 6’ x 30” skirted Exhibit Table and two 
chairs in Tasting Room, co-located with the student 
teams (Sponsor is welcome to distribute product 
samples or literature to attendees)

✓ Mention in Real Food for Kids’ Annual Report
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Supporter —$2,500

✓ Mention on the Culinary Challenge Website Page, including 
the sponsor's logo and link to the sponsor's website

✓ Mention on Culinary Challenge Digital Promotion and         e-
Mail Outreach

✓ Sponsor Highlight and Recognition on Social Media 
(including tagged content to social media pages)

✓ Sponsorship Recognition on select Event Signage

✓ Sponsor Listing in the Event Program

✓ Complimentary 6’ x 30” skirted Exhibit Table and two chairs 
in Tasting Room, co-located with student teams (Sponsor is 
welcome to distribute product samples or literature to attendees)

In-Kind

✓ Mention on the Culinary Challenge Website Page, including 
the sponsor's logo and link to the sponsor's website

✓ Mention on Culinary Challenge Email Outreach/Digital 
Promotion

✓ Sponsor Highlight and Recognition on Social Media 
(including tagged content to social media pages)

✓ Opportunity to provide free-standing Signage or Banner for 
display during the event (to be supplied by Sponsor)

✓ Sponsor Listing in the Event Program

✓ Complimentary 6’ x 30” skirted Exhibit Table and two chairs 
in Tasting Room, co-located with student teams (Sponsor is 
welcome to distribute product samples or literature to attendees)



CULINARY CHALLENGE
SPONSORSHIP BENEFITS

in action
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MEDIA ADVISORY



INVITATION + REGISTRATION PAGE



INVITATIONAL EMAIL + REMINDER



https://www.realfoodforkids.org/culinarychallenge

WEBSITE RECOGNITION



SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS

SPONSORSHIP 
ANNOUNCEMENT ON 
FACEBOOK, TWITTER 

AND INSTAGRAM.



SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS (cont.)
ONGOING SPONSORSHIP MENTION 
IN MULTIPLE POSTS ON FACEBOOK, 

TWITTER AND INSTAGRAM PRE-
AND POST-EVENT..



EVENT PROGRAM – inner cover 



EVENT SIGNAGE

20” x 30” Thank You sign on an easel displayed prominently at the entrance of the school.
20” x 30” Event Timeline Sign displayed at entrance and inside Tasting room.

20” x 30” Registration Check-in Sign located at the entrance of the event. 



OTHER EVENT SIGNAGE (20” X 30”)



TEAM SIGNAGE



RECOGNITION DURING THE AWARDS CEREMONY

Whole Foods Market was recognized and thanked for their event sponsorship 
and commitment to helping Real Food for Kids increase access for all to 

healthy school food options.



EVENT HIGHLIGHT VIDEO

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rhflPMBBdDU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rhflPMBBdDU


For more information, please visit

https://www.realfoodforkids.org 
or e-mail Bonnie Moore at bmoore@realfoodforkids.org.

www.facebook.com/realfoodforkids @realfoodforkids @realfoodforkids

CONTACT US TO DISCUSS THE SPONSORSHIP PACKAGE THAT’S RIGHT FOR YOU!

https://www.realfoodforkids.org/
mailto:bmoore@realfoodforkids.org
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